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For example, Indonesia received a $600 mil-
lion compact grant in 2011 aimed at providing 
proper nutrition for children to reduce stunted 
growth. Almost one-third of Indonesian chil-
dren under the age of five do not grow at pre-
scribed rates. As a result, they are at a higher risk 
for disease, delayed brain development, and 
hampered school enrollment, all of which can 
contribute to their potential for success in later 
life, provided they survive. The grant is already 
having an effect, with supplementary feeding 
centers in place to provide fortified foods and 
micronutrients and will ultimately reach 7,000 
villages.18

Zambia, on the other hand, was categorized 
as a threshold country in May 2006 and received 
a $22.7 million grant. In order to receive a com-
pact grant at a later date, Zambia was required to 
improve indicator measurements in the catego-
ries of Ruling Justly and Economic Freedom 
through deflating administrative corruption and 
administrative barriers to trade. By 2009, these 
changes had been successfully implemented, 
and Zambia received a compact grant in 2012 of 
$354.7 million for water supply, sanitation, and 
drainage infrastructure. The goal has been to 
eliminate water-related disease, facilitate the 
gathering of water, and prevent floods.19

The EU has a strong commitment to the 
MDGs but did not meet its 2010 interim target 
of 0.56 percent of gross national income given 
for aid. It has pledged to reach 0.70 percent by 
2015. The European parliament has urged its 

member countries to increase their support for this effort, focusing on relieving 
debt burdens and improving health care and education.20 While member states 
retain control over their respective allocation strategies, the European Commis-
sion has initiated a program that calls for annual individual action plans and 
peer reviews, coordinated EU policies for development, targeted aid to the 
poorest countries, and partnerships with the poorest countries.21 It has under-
taken an extensive consultation and planning process to prepare a post–2015 
global development framework.22 Despite considerable variation in individual 
countries’ contributions, the EU as a whole is the most generous global aid 
donor, accounting for 13 percent of the total aid flows.23
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Source: Millenium Challenge Corporation, “Countries & Country Tools,” www.mcc.gov/
pages/countries.


